Updates in GI & Hepatology 2026
Saturday, December 5, 2026, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
SLU Education Union Building,1312 Carr Lane, St. Louis, MO 63104
Faculty Organizers: Dr. Ju Yeon Cho, Dr. Wing-Kin Syn
8:00 AM	 	Registration & Breakfast
8:30 AM	 	Welcome Remarks
Joel Riley, MD. Clinical Section Chief, St Mary Hospital
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University
Session 1: 	Chair: Joel Riley, MD and Wing-Kin Syn, MD PhD
8:35 AM		Updates in the Management of HCC
Ju Yeon Cho, MD, PhD. Professor of Medicine
 		Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University
8:55 AM 		Challenges and Advances in the Management of PBC and PSC  
Vincenzo Cardinale, MD, PhD. Professor of Medicine 
 		Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University
9:15 AM	 	Visiting Professor Keynote Lecture – Updates in Met-ALD 
Craig McClain, MD. Distinguished University Scholar and Professor of Internal Medicine and Pharmacology & Toxicology
Associate Vice President (AVP) for Translational Research, and AVP for Health Affairs/Research
Division of Gastroenterology, University of Louisville
9:45 AM 		Fellow’s Case Presentation
9:50 AM	 	Perioperative risk assessment and management in patients with Liver Cirrhosis 
 		Uchenna Agbim, MD. Associate Professor of Medicine
		Associate Program Director for Transplant Hepatology 
 		Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University 
10:10 AM	Questions & Answers
10:25 AM	Coffee Break
Session 2: 	Chair: Ju Yeon Cho, MD PhD and Adam Farmer, MD PhD
10:45 AM 	The High-Quality Upper GI endoscopy.
 		Giao Vuong, MD. Assistant Professor of Medicine, St Mary Hospital
  		Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University
11:15 AM 	Fellow’s Case Presentation  
11:20 AM	Post Polypectomy bleeding: from prevention to intervention
 		Marina Kim, DO. Assistant Professor Medicine

Associate Program Director for Advanced Endoscopy Fellowship

 		Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University 

11:40 AM	Beyond the usual suspects: Novel endoscopic approaches for complex GI bleeding. 
 		
Antonio Cheesman Rocca, MD. Associate Professor of Medicine

Associate Program Director for Gastroenterology Fellowship & Director of Endoscopy

Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University

12:00 PM 	Questions & Answers
12:15 PM 	Lunch
Session 3: 	Chair: Lewis Frey, PhD and Vincenzo Cardinale, MD PhD 
1:15 PM	 	Introduction to Afternoon Session, Housekeeping, CME reminder
1:20 PM		Functional GI disorders: A New Era with Rome V 
Adam Farmer, MD, PhD, Professor of Medicine
Deputy Division Director & Director of Neurogastroenterology & Motility
Program Director for Neurogastroenterology Fellowship
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University 
1:40 PM		Acute pancreatitis: implementing the new guidelines
Tarek Nammour, MD. Assistant Professor of Medicine
Program Director for Advanced Endoscopy Fellowship
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University 
2:00 PM 		Fellow’s Case Presentation
2:05 PM		IBD In Practice: Navigating Real World Challenges
  		Manar Shmais, MD. Assistant Professor of Medicine
Interim Director of IBD Program
2:25 PM		Questions & Answers
2:40 PM		Closing Remarks
Wing Kin Syn, MD, PhD, James F. King Chair in Gastroenterology
Professor of Medicine & Pathology
Director, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Saint Louis University 
Executive Team, Digestive Health Service Line, SSM-St Louis 
